
1 
 

                             

APPROVED 

 
ADAMS CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

MEETING MINUTES 

THURSDAY, JUNE 27, 2019 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman James Fassell and Commission Members Brian Bishop, 

Tom Robinson and Tammie Shafer 

 

MEMBER ABSENT:  David Lipinski 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Town Administrator, Jay Green; Tim Cota; Becky Ferguson; James Hall 

and Recording Secretary Pam Gerry 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Chairman Fassell called the meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion made by Member Robinson, seconded by Member 

Bishop to approve the minutes of April 11, 2019, as submitted, passed unanimously.   

 

REQUEST FOR DETERMINATION: filed by the Town of Adams.  Applicant is requesting 

wetlands review of pending organic herbicide application for vegetation control along the 

Ashuwillticook Rail Trail from Hoosac St. north to Lime St. 

 

Chairman Fassell addressed Town Administrator, Jay Green representing the Town of Adams. 

 

Town Administrator, Jay Green thanked the Commission members stating that the Town of 

Adams was responsible for the Ashuwilticook Rail Trail maintenance and vegetation control 

from Hoosac Street to Lime Street.  He emphasized that utilizing a “control agent” would assist 

the Department of Public Works’ employees in completing the job more quickly. 

 

Mr. Green introduced the Department of Public Works’ Operation Supervisor, Tim Cota and Jim 

Hall who held a pesticide application license to assist the DPW with this procedure. 

 

Member Robinson wanted to have clarification and assurance that the utilization of this herbicide 

product would not create concerns for the abutters living near the trail.  Mr. Cota addressed him 

by stating that the herbicide spray was citrus-based.  Mr. Hall stated to the members that the 

active ingredient was made from the rhines of oranges, utilizing the oils from the peel which he 

noted would only coat the leaves and kill any necessary vegetation. 

 

Member Robinson was curious to know why they need to use this herbicide spray.  Mr. Cota let 

him know that the DPW personnel was experiencing a shortage within their working staff which 

he continued to note that the continual rainstorms created delays with work moving forward.  

Mr. Cota emphasized that this herbicide spraying would be a “time saving issue” for them. 
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Member Bishop asked if the public was required to be notified that the spraying would be taking 

place on the trail.  Mr. Cota stated that the town would follow a procedure which would require 

the gates to the trail to be closed for four hours while the spraying took place.  Mr. Green stated 

that there would be signs attached to the gates to notify the general public of the procedures 

being followed.  

 

Mr. Cota explained to the members that they had not used the herbicide spray on the trail prior to 

this point.  He stated that they were trying to avoid any problems with the abutter’s complaining 

about the spraying. 

 

Mr. Hall stated that the commercial name for the herbicide spray was called “Avenger.” 

 

Chairman Fassell addressed Mr. Cota and Mr. Hall to ask them who would be responsible for 

applying the herbicide spray.  Mr. Hall let him know that he was the only person who would 

conduct the procedure on the trail. 

 

A motion made by Member Robinson, seconded by Member Shafer to accept the Request for 

Determination filed by the Town of Adams.  Applicant is requesting wetlands review of pending 

organic herbicide application for vegetation control along the Ashuwillticook Rail Trail from 

Hoosac St. north to Lime St. with a Negative 3 Determination, passed unanimously, subject to 

the following condition: 

 

The Conservation Commission permits that the Town of Adams proceed with vegetation 

control on the town contained portion of the Ashuwilticook Rail Trail along the fence line on 

both sides of the trail by hand spraying with an organic citrus-based weed killer herbicide 

non-toxic known as Avenger.  The town shall give the Conservation Commission ten days 

prior notification to the location of the spraying, as well as any indication of product changes 

used for spraying in the future. 

 

A motion made by Member Robinson, seconded by Member Bishop to accept the minutes of 

June 27, 2019 with an amendment to read; after reviewing submitted material regarding the 

herbicide, Avenger, there was concern relating to activity within the aquatic area, therefore 

future use of the product, Avenger by The Town of Adams would require Conservation 

Commission approval.  Chairman Fassell and Members Bishop and Robinson voted in favor.  

Member Lipinski abstained from voting. 

 

A motion made by Member Robinson, seconded by Member Bishop to accept the minutes of 

August 8, 2019.  Chairman Fassell and Members Bishop and Robinson voted in favor.  Members 

Lipinski and Bordeaux abstained from voting. 

 

Member Robinson was curious to know if the town had a plan of action by the DPW to work in 

the riverfront areas utilizing their 24 hour notification procedure, however emphasizing that they 

should be allowed the flexibility to take care of these situations.   

 

Mr. Cota stated that he would like to see the DPW maintain tributaries to avoid any potential 

“catastrophes” to properties in these areas. 
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Town Administrator Jay Green stated to the Commission members that he has received many 

complaints regarding water retention problems.  He told them that having a “standing order for 

maintenance” is very important for the DPW to be able to act quickly to address these issues as 

needed. 

 

Chairman Fassell stated that he was aware of these issues but continued to note that the 

Conservation Commission required a 24 hour notification before they address these maintenance 

issues unless it involved an emergency order.  He stated that Mr. Cota should contact 

Administrative Assistant, Pam Gerry in the Conservation Commission Office of the work being 

performed and she would relay the information to the members. Mr. Cota agreed with this format 

of communication. 

 

Review of the Adams Open Space and Recreation Plan Update.  Becky Furgeson, 

representing the Community Development Office addressed the Commission members and 

presented them with material for their review.  She stated to them that their office would be 

submitting an update of the Open Space and Recreation Plan, adding that the previous plan had 

expired in 2018.  Ms. Furgeson told them that they planned to get a draft of the plan out in a 

week or two so they would be prepared to apply for a grant with DCS for the renovation of the 

Town Common and a replacement for the Susan B. Anthony statue.  She explained to them that 

they had submitted their draft plans to various boards adding that they anticipated feedback from 

them which they would submit to DCS as well.  She said the most important projects the town 

would be focused on would include, the Town Common, Greylock Glen, Russell Field 

renovations, Hoosac Valley Coal & Grain Park and the extension of the Ashuwilticook Rail Trail 

with attempts to activate the trail with more activities and pocket parks.  She offered the 

members the opportunity to submit any comments they may have had in regards to these 

proposed projects to the Community Development Office, adding that they would be presenting 

updates to the Adams Open Space Plan.  The Conservation Commission members agreed to 

review and sign the letter endorsing the Open Space Plan and submit it to the Community 

Development Office. 

 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS:  
 

 Adams Landfill Solar Field update 

 

 423 West Road update (single family construction) 

 

REVIEW MAIL:  

 

ADJOURN:  A motion made by Member Robinson, seconded by Member Bishop to adjourn the 

meeting at 7:38 P.M., passed unanimously. 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

        

_____________________                                                                                       ____________ 

Pamela Gerry                 Date 
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