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| TOWN OF ADAMS SELECTMEN’S MEETING AGENDA
WEDNESDAY, September 18, 2013 — 7:00 PM
TOWN HALL, MEETING ROOM, 1* FLOOR, ADAMS, MA 01220
CALL TO ORDER - 7:00 PM
READING OF MINUTES — July 10® & 17", 2013
CITIZEN’S CONFERENCE
PUBLIC HEARING
OLD BUSINESS
NEW BUSINESS
e Solarize Massachusetts Program Discussion

SUBCOMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS
A. ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
B. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
C. POLICE DEPARTMENT

e Update from Chief Tarsa — Crotteau Street
D. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
E. OTHER DEPARTMENTS
F. TOWN COUNSELOR’S REPORT
ANNOUNCEMENTS
APPROVALS

e Request of Dr. Bush to play low volume Holiday music — 9:00 AM —

8:30 PM - Thanksgiving — News Years Day.
e Public Facilities Request — Visitors Center — ProAdams hosting
Ramblefest — October 13, 2013 — All day

e Public Facilities request for NB21 - Visitors Center on the 31
Tuesday of each month.



11.

12.

13.

14.

OTHER BUSINESS
1. Agenda items
GOOD OF THE ORDER
EXECUTIVE SESSION
e To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with
nonunion personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or

contract negotiations with nonunion personnel.

ADJOURNMENT



September 18, 2013

On the above date the Board of Selectmen held a meeting at Town Hall at 7:00 PM. Chairman '
Duval presided, present were Michael Ouellette, Arthur Harrington, Joseph Nowak, Richard
Blanchard, Jonathan Butler, Town Administrator and Edmund St. John III, Town Counsel.

Chairman Duval called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM

MINUTES

A motion made by Member Ouellette, seconded by Member Blanchard to approve and waive the
reading of the minutes of July 10, 2013 — Unanimous motion passed

A motion made by Member Ouellette, seconded by Member Blanchard to approve and waive the
reading of the minutes from July 17, 2013 — 4 Yeas, 1 Abstained (AH) motion passed.

CITIZENS CONFERENCE

Resident Jeff Lefebvre asked the Board if the RFP went out on the campgrounds for the
Greylock Glen. Jonathan Butler, Town Administrator replied that they had not gone out. The
RFP will not go out till there is execution of the 99 year lease on the property which is expected
to be in October. Jeff also asked about the bridge on Grove Street, this is a state project that is
completely a DOT project; the Town has no role in it. The last communication from them is that
there was a change order which is causing the delay. He also asked about the Solar Bylaw,
Chairman Duval stated that they will be having a discussion in a workshop in the next few
weeks. Jeff also commented that he was glad the Town received the money for the Middle
School. On October 2™ the Town will be setting the Tax rate, Jeff asked if they had an idea of
how much of an increase it will be. Chairman Duval replied that it hasn’t been discussed yet.

Michael Piorot asked the Board if he could place a sign at the street light alerting drivers to
expect delay for the Annual Fall Run on Sunday, September 29™  The Board unanimously
approved the request.

Resident, Shaun Sutliff of 196 East Road presented to the Board a petition regarding the solar
project on 217 East Road. There are over 300 signatures of residents and people from other
communities that are opposed to this project. A copy of this petition is attached to these minutes.

David Babcock, from Berkshire Works wanted the Board and residents to know that he is
available at the Visitors Center on Thursday mornings from 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM to assist with
job searches.

NEW BUSINESS
There was discussion by the Board regarding the Solarized Massachusetts Program. Jonathan

Butler stated to the Board that ultimately if the Town were to decide to pursue the program
which has the potential for residential solar on several of the homes in the community, the Town



would need to response by October 22; he feels this can be done. The more complicated piece is
the local interest component the Town would have to demonstrate that there is significant interest
in the community to participate and drive a successful program. Because of that piece he
recommends that the Board meet in a workshop to discuss how to roll this out. Other pieces are
more technical they are more grant writing ability. Member Ouellette is very in favor of moving
forward and being involved in this program as were all Board Members. It was decided that the
next Board Workshop meeting this item would be on the agenda.

SUBCOMMITTE/LIAISON REPORTS

Member Novak asked if there were any communications regarding the Park Street project. Mr.
Butler replied that the Community Development Department is in communication with the
Department of Housing on the state level. The state we are at currently is that an environmental
impact study has to be completed for Park Street. This has to be done before Bid documents can
be finalized and updated by Tighe & Bond.

ADMINISTRATORS REPORT

1. The Town has received a $600,000 award for replacement of a major portion of the roof
at the Adams Memorial Building. The award came from the Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) Reserves Program. The Town had applied in early August, and is
very encouraged to have received the state’s support in the form of this grant award.
Next steps will include getting a contract for the funds executed with the Commonwealth,
and then getting under contract with an architect for the project.

2. The Board had been approached multiple times by a Member of the Parks Commission
about the installation of hand-rails along the bleachers at Renfrew Park. After some
investigation into the concern, the Town was able to come up with a solution. The
Department of Public Works mechanics reviewed the structures and determined that they
could handle the installation, and we are expecting to have them working on it by the end
of the month. Installation itself should only take around a week.

3. Verbal updates on MJD Real Estate Howland Avenue Property and former Duteau
Building on Commercial Street.

POLICE DEPARTMENT

Chief Tarsa updated the Board on the issues from concerned residents of Crotteau Street. He
met with residents to address the issues and he has spoken with Town Officials regarding
complaints through their office that he was unaware of. He has also spoken to the owner of the
property and he has agreed to cooperate and speak to the tenants to address the issues.



TOWN COUNSELOR’S REPORT
The following work was performed since my last report:

e Attendance at Board of Health meeting to discuss school nurse’s contract issues with
public and staff of St. Stanislaus Kostka Elementary School. Discussions with counsel
for Diocese regarding above issues.

¢ Continued communication with legal counsel for Bay State Elevator regarding inspection
issues.

Continued investigation of status of Gould Road as a public way.
e Preparation of responsive pleadings to legal complaint against the Town.

APPROVALS

A motion made by Member Harrington, seconded by Member Ouellette to approve the request of
Dr. Bush to play low volume Holiday music — Unanimous motion passed

A motion made by Member Harrington, seconded by Member Ouellette to approve the Facilities
Request for Pro Adams hosting Ramblefest contingent on receiving the insurance binder —
Unanimous motion passed.

A motion made by Member Blanchard, seconded by Member Ouellette to approve the Facilities
Request for NB21 to use the Visitors Center on the third Tuesday of each month — Unanimous
motion passed.

OTHER BUSINESS

Agenda items — The topics for the next Board of Selectmen meeting will be the Solarized Mass
project and Economic Development, the meeting will be held at 6:00 PM.

GOOD OF THE ORDER

Member Harrington wanted to commend the Department of Public Works for the nice job they
have done on the sidewalks and around Town they are doing some nice repair work. He is
impressed with the work that they do.

Member Blanchard requested an Executive Session regarding security and public safety.
Chairman Duval will ask Town Counsel if this topic is acceptable for the Board to go into
Executive Session.

Member Novak asked the Board if student government groups could attend a Selectmen’s
meeting to discuss what is going on at their schools. He feels it would be good for students to
come forward and let the Board know what they are thinking. Chairman Duval feels that is a
good idea and would like the students to send a letter asking to address the Board. Member
Harrington commented that he would like to see a plan of what that would be how it will be set
up, would it be at a regular meeting or Workshop or at a public forum. To have it planned so



that it didn’t infringe on the business of the Board. Member Novak also had inquiries regarding
an unaccepted road. He asked the Board what makes it unaccepted? Administrator Butler
explained that the Town Bylaws that pertain to road acceptance has specific criteria that roads
have to meet before the Town will accept them. There are roads in Town that have never been
accepted they were common rights of ways that have over time become neighborhoods. The
roads were never accepted by Town Meeting.

A motion made by Member Ouellette, seconded by Member Harrington to go into Executive
Session at 8:10 PM to conduct stragety sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion
personnel or to conduct collective bargaining sessions or contract negotiations with nonunion
personnel — Roll Call Vote 5 Yeas motion passed.

Respectfully Submitted
Melissa Schaffrick
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September 18, 2013

Town of Adams

Planning Board
Board of Selectmen

In conjunction with the proposed “217 East Road Solar Project”, we are
submitting the attached petition.

As part of this petition, the East Road abutters and well as a good number of
concerned citizens not only of Adams but also of neighboring communities,
express a strong objection to this project. It is to our dismay why Town
officials would even consider promoting an “industrial” solar power project of
this magnitude in a residential neighborhood. It isin a prime real estate
area and the project runs counter to the town’s own open-space and
recreation plan. This project does not belong in a residential area. The Town
of Cheshire, as well as other communities, declined permission for such
projects.

Local residents have expressed their valid concerns numerous times at
Planning Board meetings. These concerns range from the health, safety, and
welfare of the proposed location’s neighboring residents. It is our hope to
gain the support from the Town Administrator, Select Board and those whom
we trust have the town’s resident’s best interest at hand to stop this project.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.
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